
 
 

These are times of challenge but also times of hope in the life of our beloved Church. The 

particular difficulties of the past three years have served to increase our awareness of our 

utter dependence upon God and our need to come to Him regularly in corporate and 

individual prayer. In February of 2007, the Primates of the Anglican Communion will gather 

for their biennial meeting in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. (Feb. 12-19) At this meeting, the 

leaders of the Anglican Communion will meet to consider a variety of important issues in the 

life of the Anglican Communion. Among those issues will be the appropriateness and 

sufficiency of the response of The Episcopal Church to the Windsor Report and possible 

responses to the requests of several U.S. dioceses for Alternative Primatial Oversight. They 

will also be considering a report from the Anglican Covenant Design Group, which is 

meeting in the Bahamas the week of January 15.  Prayer should be a paramount priority.   
--adapted from a call to prayer by Bp. Peter Beckwith to the Diocese of Springfield 
 

The following resources are designed to help facilitate prayer for the Anglican Primates at 

this crucial moment in the life of the Anglican Communion.  You can find many more 

resources, including a daily prayer entry for one of the Primates online at the Anglican Prayer 

blog, Lent & Beyond (http://www.lent.classicalanglican.net).  

 

A Prayer for the Primates by the Rev’d. Dr. Peter Toon  
(http://www.anglicansatprayer.org/) 

Almighty Father, giver of all good things, who by your Holy Spirit have appointed various 

Orders of Ministers in your Church, mercifully and tenderly look upon each and all of the 

Primates of the Anglican Communion of Churches. 

Grant that each Primate may faithfully fulfill the duties of the high Office given unto him/her 

within his/her own province and in relation to other provinces and churches. So replenish him 

with the truth of your Word and doctrine, and so adorn him with gentleness and godliness of 

life, that he may in word and deed faithfully serve you in all things, to the edifying and well-

governing of your Church and to the glory of your holy Name. 

Especially we pray that he will always be ready, with all faithful diligence, to banish and 

drive away from the Church all erroneous and heretical doctrines and to teach only that which 

is in agreement with the Holy Scriptures and which maintains the Church in unity in truth, 

and truth in unity. 

We name each one in your holy presence as we pray for your grace and wisdom to rest upon 

him/her [pray for each primate by name, see list below…] 

When the Primates meet together in Tanzania in mid-February 2007, and later in other places 

also, send, we pray, your Holy Spirit upon them, that being bound together in holy fellowship 

and sound doctrine, they may exercise wisdom and courage. Grant that by their advice the 

Communion of Churches will be helped to set right that which is wrong, and to advance that 

which is good and acceptable in your sight. These petitions we offer in the Name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church, and our only Savior and Lord. Amen. 

-- The Rev’d Dr. Peter Toon MA., D.Phil (Oxford) 



 

Here is a list of all the Anglican Primates in alphabetical order by Province.  (For ease of 

formatting and clarity I have stripped away titles.  No disrespect is intended.) 

 

PROVINCE PRIMATE 

Aotearoa, New Zealand & Polynesia   William Brown Turei 

Australia  Phillip John Aspinall 

Bangladesh  Michael S Baroi 

Brazil Maurício José Araújo de Andrade 

Burundi  Bernard Ntahoturi 

Canada  Andrew Sandford Hutchison 

Central Africa  Bernard Amos Malango 

Central America  Martin de Jesus Barahona 

Congo Dirokpa Balufuga Fidèle 

England  Rowan Douglas Williams 

Hong Kong Peter Kwong 

Indian Ocean  Gerald James (Ian) Ernest 

Ireland  Alan Harper (newly elected 1/10/07) 

Japan Nathaniel Makoto Uematsu 

Jerusalem & The Middle East  George Clive Handford 

Kenya  Benjamin M P Nzimbi 

Korea  Francis Kyung Jo Park 

Melanesia  Ellison Leslie Pogo 

Mexico  Carlos Touche-Porter 

Myanmar (Burma)  Samuel San Si Htay 

Nigeria Peter Jasper Akinola 

North India Joel Vidyasagar Mal 

Pakistan  Alexander John Malik 

Papua New Guinea  James Simon Ayong 

Philippines  Ignacio Capuyan Soliba 

Rwanda  Emmanuel Musaba Kolini 

Scotland Idris Jones 

South East Asia  John Chew 

South India Badda Peter Sugandhar 

Southern Africa  Njongonkulu Winston Hugh Ndungane 

Southern Cone (South America) Gregory James Venables 

Sudan  Joseph Biringi Hassan Marona 

Tanzania  Donald Leo Mtetemela 

Uganda  Henry Luke Orombi 

USA  Katharine Jefferts Schori 

Wales  Barry Cennydd Morgan 

West Africa  Justice Ofei Akrofi 

West Indies  Drexel Wellington Gomez 

 

A brief compilation of other prayers many have found helpful as we pray for the Primates and 

the Anglican Communion: 

 

A Prayer to be used for Meetings of Convention (1928 BCP) 
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who by thy Holy Spirit didst preside in the Council of the 

blessed Apostles, and hast promised, through thy Son Jesus Christ, to be with thy Church to 

the end of the world; We beseech thee to be with the Council of thy Church about to 

assemble in thy Name and Presence. Save them from all error, ignorance, pride, and 

prejudice; and of thy great mercy vouchsafe, we beseech thee, so to direct, sanctify, and 



govern them in their work, by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, that the comfortable 

Gospel of Christ may be truly preached, truly received, and truly followed, in all places, to 

the breaking down the kingdom of sin, Satan, and death; till at length the whole of thy 

dispersed sheep, being gathered into one fold, shall become partakers of everlasting life; 

through the merits and death of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 

1930 Lambeth Conference Prayer 

Eternal Father, Who wouldest make the Church of Thy dear Son a city great and fair, the joy 

of the whole earth; we beseech Thee, by the sending of Thy Holy Spirit to direct its counsels 

in all manner of wisdom, love, and might; remove perplexity, establish concord, kindle 

flame; and gather a people single and strong of faith, to the praise of Him who with Thee and 

the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end. Amen 

 

A Bidding Prayer for the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams. 
The Rev’d Dr. Peter Toon (From the Anglicans-at-Prayer website) 

(The overall structure and content of this prayer could be easily adapted for whatever Primate you might have 

committed to praying for.  We do urge daily prayer for Abp. Rowan Williams) 

Let us in all sincerity of spirit fervently pray for the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church, 

the Body of Christ, dispersed throughout the world, that it may please God to confirm and 

strengthen it in pure faith, holy life and perfect love and to restore to it visible unity at the 

local and international level. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us also in sincerity of spirit and fervently pray this day for the Anglican Communion of 

Churches, together with other Anglicans bodies joined in fellowship and service, that all may 

be true to their calling and seek to know and do God.s will, and to serve and worship him 

acceptably. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us especially pray for Dr. Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, in his vocation 

as .first among equals. amongst the bishops of the Anglican family, and in his work as the 

Primate of all England and bishop of the diocese of Canterbury, that he may be given all the 

necessary virtues and gifts of the Holy Spirit to perform and fulfill his tasks. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for Rowan in his relation to the Queen and the British Government and for his 

own position and work in the House of Lords, that God will give him the wisdom and 

discernment to speak and act as a Christian statesman. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for Rowan in his relation to the General Synod and House of Bishops of the 

Church of England, that he may provide godly, learned and appropriate guidance and 

leadership in the many issues and problems faced by the National Church of England today. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for Rowan in his work as a Christian apologist via the media and as a theologian 

in church and academia, that he may be faithful to the faith once delivered to the saints and 

make this faith meaningful and attractive to people today. 



Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for Rowan as he acts as the .primary instrument of unity. in the Anglican 

Communion, that he may receive wise counsel and godly help as he seeks to relate to, and 

serve with, all the Primates and leaders, and as he attempts to bring all the Provinces into 

faithful commitment to biblical Faith and Morality and to Anglican witness as Reformed 

Catholics. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for Rowan as he seeks to understand and provide guidance and help to the 

Provinces of Canada and the U.S.A. in this period of crisis and controversy, that he will truly 

represent the mind of Christ Jesus, the Head of the Church, and the heart of love of the same 

Lord Jesus in his ministry to them. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for Rowan as he represents the Anglican Churches in relations to other Churches . 

e.g., Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran, Methodist, & Presbyterian . and to other religions — 

Judaism and Islam — that he will speak and act with wisdom, grace and courage. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for Rowan as a family man that he may make and find the time to spend quality 

time with his wife and children, and that his family will grow in grace and knowledge of the 

Lord. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for Rowan as the individual Christian believer before God the Father, that he may 

be sustained in union with Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit, through meditation on sacred 

Scripture, and the use of the daily offices, the holy Sacrament and other means of grace. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for Rowan that he may be given sound physical, mental and social health so as to 

have the energy to fulfill his many roles and tasks. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Let us pray for all who work closely with Rowan at Lambeth Palace and other places, that 

they may provide for him excellent service, guidance and assistance, that he may be enabled 

the more fruitfully to serve the Lord of the Church. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

Finally, let us praise God the Holy Trinity for his creation, salvation and redemption of the 

world, and let us give thanks for the long and sustained witness of the See of Canterbury to 

the Faith, Worship and Order of the holy Catholic Church over many centuries. 

Lord in thy/your mercy…hear our prayer  

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven as we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive them that trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Prayer for Perseverance in Faith – Saint Hilary of Poitiers 

Father, keep [name] from vain strife of words. Grant to [name]  constant profession of the 

Truth! Preserve [name] in a true and undefiled Faith so that [he/she] may hold fast to that 

which [he/she] professed when [he/she] was baptized in the Name of the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit - that we may have Thee for our Father, that we may abide in Thy Son and in the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen.  

 

Excerpts from A Bidding Prayer (1928 BCP). 

Good Christian People, I bid your prayers for Christ’s holy Catholic Church, 

the blessed company of all faithful people; that it may please God to confirm 

and strengthen it in purity of faith, in holiness of life, and in perfectness of 

love, and to restore to it the witness of visible unity; and more especially for 

that branch of the same planted by God in [PROVINCE], that in all things it 

may work according to God’s will, serve him faithfully, and worship him 

acceptably. 

Pray for the ministers of God’s Holy Word and Sacraments; for Bishops that 

they may minister faithfully and wisely the discipline of Christ; likewise for 

all Priests and Deacons, that they may shine as lights in the world, and in all 

things may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. 

Finally, ye shall yield unto God most high praise and hearty thanks for the 

wonderful grace and virtue declared in all his saints, who have been the choice 

vessels of his grace and the lights of the world in their several generations; and 

pray unto God, that we may have grace to direct our lives after their good 

examples; that, this life ended, we may be made partakers with them of the 

glorious resurrection, and the life everlasting. 

Direct us [and the Anglican Primates], O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most 

gracious favour, and further us with thy continual help; that in all our works 

begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy Name, and 

finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Four Prayers for Bishops (from the 1928 BCP, service for the ordination of a Bishop) 

ALMIGHTY God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ didst give to thy holy Apostles many 

excellent gifts, and didst charge them to feed thy flock; Give grace, we beseech thee, to all 

Bishops, the Pastors of thy Church, that they may diligently preach thy Word, and duly 

administer the godly Discipline thereof; and grant to the people, that they may obediently 

follow the same; that all may receive the crown of everlasting glory; through the same thy 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, giver of all good things, who by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed divers 

Orders of Ministers in thy Church; Mercifully behold this thy servant, now called to the Work 

and Ministry of a Bishop; and so replenish him with the truth of thy Doctrine, and adorn him 

with innocency of life, that, both by word and deed, he may faithfully serve thee in this 

Office, to the glory of thy Name, and the edifying and well-governing of thy Church; through 

the merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy 

Spirit, world without end. Amen. 



ALMIGHTY God, and most merciful Father, who, of thine infinite goodness, hast given thy 

only and dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer, and the Author of everlasting 

life; who, after that he had made perfect our redemption by his death, and was ascended into 

heaven, poured down his gifts abundantly upon men, making some Apostles, some Prophets, 

some Evangelists, some Pastors and Doctors, to the edifying and making perfect his Church; 

Grant, we beseech thee, to this thy servant, such grace, that he may evermore be ready to 

spread abroad thy Gospel, the glad tidings of reconciliation with thee; and use the authority 

given him, not to destruction, but to salvation; not to hurt, but to help: so that, as a wise and 

faithful servant, giving to thy family their portion in due season, he may at last be received 

into everlasting joy; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who, with thee and the Holy 

Ghost, liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end. Amen. 

MOST merciful Father, send down, we beseech thee, upon this thy servant thy heavenly 

blessing; and so endue him with thy Holy Spirit, that he, preaching thy Word, may not only 

be earnest to reprove, beseech, and rebuke, with all patience and doctrine; but also may be, to 

such as believe, a wholesome example in word, in conversation, in love, in faith, in chastity, 

and in purity; that, faithfully fulfilling his course, at the latter day he may receive the crown 

of righteousness, laid up by the Lord Jesus, the righteous Judge, who liveth and reigneth with 

thee and the same Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of Self-Dedication (adapted from 1979 BCP) 

Almighty and eternal God, so draw [name’s] heart to you, so guide [his/her] mind, so fill 

[his/her] imagination, so control [his/her] wills, that [he/she] may be wholly yours, utterly 

dedicated unto you; and then use [name], we pray you, as you will, and always to your glory 

and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

Several prayers from the Lenten season may be very appropriate to pray in these days, 

particularly for those Provinces and leaders who are promoting teaching and practice that is 

contrary to historic Christian faith: 

 

Episcopal Collect:  Lent 2 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from 

your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold 

fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

A Church of England Prayer for the Second Sunday in Lent: 

Almighty God, 

you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 

that they may return to the way of righteousness: 

grant to all those who are admitted 

into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 

that they may reject those things 

that are contrary to their profession, 

and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 



 

 

From the Good Friday Solemn Collects (ECUSA 1979 BCP) 
 

Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ; 
  
   For those who have never heard the word of salvation  

   For those who have lost their faith  

   For those hardened by sin or indifference  

   For the contemptuous and the scornful  

   For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and 

     persecutors of his disciples  

   For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others 
  
That God will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to 

faith and obedience. 

 
Silence 

  

Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and 

lover of souls: Have compassion on all who do not know you 

as you are revealed in your Son Jesus Christ; let your Gospel 

be preached with grace and power to those who have not 

heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist it; and bring 

home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there 

may be one flock under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look 

favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred  

mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry 

out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world  

see and know that things which were cast down are being 

raised up, and things which had grown old are being made 

new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection 

by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

SUGGESTED RESOURCES: 

Lent & Beyond, an Anglican Prayer blog  www.lent.classicalanglican.net 

 

Dr. Peter Toon’s Anglicans-at-Prayer   www.anglicansatprayer.org 

 

The Anglican Communion Website Primates page  

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/primates/index.cfm 

 

The Global South Anglican blog   www.globalsouthanglican.org/ 

 

 

For more information or to record your commitment to pray for a specific Anglican 

Primate, please feel free to e-mail the Lent & Beyond blog team at: 

AnglicanPrayer@gmail.com 


